
Water Supply Forum 
Meeting Notes 
July 26, 2012 

Cascade Water Alliance Offices 

Attending 

Chuck Clarke, Cascade Water 
Jim Miller, Everett  
Marla Carter, Everett 
Judi Gladstone, Seattle 
Linda McCrea, Tacoma Water 
Chris McMeen, Tacoma Water 
Sean Senescall, Tacoma Water  
Bob Pancoast, EKCRWA 
Ken Howe, SRWA 
Elaine Kraft, Cascade Water 
Mike Brent, Cascade/Partnership for Water Conservation 
Vern Allemand, Covington Water District 
Kristina Westbrook, King County 
Don Wright, SKCRWA 
 

1. The meeting was held at the offices of Cascade Water Alliance in Bellevue.    
 

2. Partnership for Water Conservation – Jim Miller reported that Seattle, 
Tacoma, Everett and Cascade had a conversation with representatives of the 
Board of the Partnership and indicated that as individual utilities they would 
be withdrawing support of the Partnership in 2013.  They indicated to the 
Board Members that they felt that the three-leg model (environmental 
community, business community, and utilities) had not really worked.  They 
indicated a strong need for the Partnership to determine its future, if any.   

 
Mike Brent, as a Partnership Board Member, reported that the Partnership 
has eliminated the Executive Director position, and terminated Janet Nazy as 
an employee.  Mike reported that the Partnership has scheduled the re-
visioning process for August 15th and was prepared to report on the process 
and outcome at the September Forum Meeting.  There was some concern 
raised that functions such as bulk purchase of conservation materials 
previously done by the Puget Sound Conservation Coalition that were now 
being done by the Partnership needed to be addressed.  
 
Mike also reported on the status of the two Partnership activities that were 
supported by the Forum.  The Shared Waters book is nearly complete, and 
should be available for review soon. The Water Conservation Report is now 
progressing nicely under the direction of Dan Muir of Tacoma Water.  Janet 
Sailor, Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District, has been the lead 



writer on the report.  A draft is currently under review and will be available for 
Forum review.  

 
3. Meeting Topic – Water Utility Benchmarking.  The meeting topic discussion 

was deferred to the September meeting.  

4. Rate Structures – 2012 Fall Workshop. Ed Cebron was not able to attend the 
meeting so the workshop will be discussed at the next Forum meeting with an 
eye to a fall (November or December) or early winter event.  The idea would 
be to downscale from the previous presentation, perhaps using a utility or 
utilities as examples on how to achieve different management objectives 
using different rate making approaches.  A preference would be that case 
studies would illustrate the techniques.  Issues to be covered may include 
ratemaking objectives and stability of rates.  Chuck will convene a conference 
call the week of August 16th to discuss the workshop and the workshop 
schedule. The Forum noted that money is available for consultant support.   

5. Utility Fire Hydrant Concerns – Elaine Kraft reported that Cascade members 
had asked Cascade to begin an effort to address fire hydrant issues 
legislatively as was done with the Joint Municipal Services Corporation Act.  
Cascade has invited the Water Supply Forum and the Washington Water 
Utility Council (WWUC) to participate and will provide financial support for the 
services of Gordon Thomas Honeywell, Adam Gravley, and Hugh Spitzer.  
Some initial planning has been done and the group will be working from the 
initial work done by the WWUC.  Elaine distributed a handout that described 
the process as currently envisioned.  An initial meeting will be held at the 
GTH Tacoma offices on August 16th.  Forum members expressed support for 
the effort and appreciation to Cascade for supporting the effort.   

6. Forum Dues – Linda McCrea noted that the Forum has substantial cash on 
hand and it does not appear that we have upcoming expenses that would 
necessitate collecting dues for 2013.  After significant discussion, including 
the issue of having to restart dues in the future, Members concurred that the 
Forum should not do a dues billing for 2013.   

7. Linda distributed the Treasurer’s Report.  As noted earlier the Forum has 
about $500,000 in the bank.  All members are current on their dues.  

8. Communications and Conservation Committee – There was no Committee 
report.  

9. Source and Environmental Stewardship Committee – Ken Howe reported he 
has not yet completed his assessment of what intertie data is available from 
Seattle, Tacoma, and Everett as suggested at the March meeting.  This is the 
first step in the preparation of a “Regional Intertie Plan”. Ken will report back 
at the September meeting.  



10. Summer Water Status – Utilities reported that water sales are down but not 
significantly,  

11. Meeting items for the next Forum Meeting (September 27, 2012) 
 

• Topical Discussion – Water Utility Benchmarking 

• Partnership for Water Conservation – Update Report 

• Climate Change – Update Report  

• Report – Rate Structures – Fall Workshop  

• Future Rate Outlook – discussion structure/$ 

• Treasurer report  

• Committee Reports  

 Steering Committee –  

 Communications and Conservation  

 Source and Environmental Stewardship Committee – report 
Emergency intertie status  

 


